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Green building goes mainstream

Local builders receive high marks for alternative techniques

by Amy Maestas

Durango is getting greener. At
least on the housing front, that is.
Recently, two Durango homebuilding
firms won important awards for their
newly built homes that are both environ-
mentally sensitive and energy efficient.
They are part of a small and quiet revolu-
tion going on locally, which is in lockstep
with the national trend of taking green
building mainstream.

Simply stated, green building is taking
environmental  considerations  into
account during the home-building process.
Homebuilders are eschewing traditional
- stick-built houses that use scores of timber,
and instead they are turning their eye
toward things like engineered lumber and
other materials made from recycled prod-
ucts otherwise destined for bulging land-
fills. It's working because there is a growing

Forget the dismal weather reports;

inventory of tested technologies — new and
old. And there is a growing demand from
consumers, says Steve Martin, superinten-
dent for Tom Gorton Construction Inc.

Built Green Colorado, a statewide
organization that encourages “home-
builders to use technologies and materials
that are energy efficient, healthy and pre-
serve natural resources, recently honored
Gorton’s company with the Built Green
Home of the Year award, targeting the
over-$500,000 category. The award is for
the Villa Ladera, a 2,800-square-foot spec
home in Edgemont Highlands.

Martin says that when the company
decided to build the house, it wanted to
make the best use of the land that it could.
It also wanted to incorporate some of Built
Green’s principles. It worked, he explains,
because the company saw a need for green
housing. Villa Ladera is the third green-
built house Gorton has constructed.

“Recently in Durango, people have been

responding. I think it’s really going to take
off locally, and we will see a lot more of it,”
says Martin.

Villa Ladera incorporates many aspects
of green building: energy-saving appli-
ances, engineered lumber and cement
additives. Engineered lumber is essentially
made of glue and wood chips, pressed
together. Its use helps preserve the number
of trees used to create conventional wood
pieces. It is often lighter, stronger and truer,
which doesn't cause shrinkage and squeaky
floors.

Four Corners Construction
Management used some of the same tech-
nologies in its award-winning Copperhead
Camp development. The planned 45-home
subdivision is also located in Edgemont
Highlands. Built Green honored Four
Corners Construction as Green Builder of
the Year.

Beyond buying green materials, Four
Corners looked to the land itself, explains

Steve Kawell, the project’s superintendent.
Builders used the cleared Ponderosa Pine
trees for rafters on the houses’ porches, as
well as other parts of the structures. They
chipped the leftover branches into mulch.
They also excavated sandstone rubble and
used it for retaining walls. .

“It's about resource conservation,” says

‘Dan Baker, president of Four Corners

Construction. “And one way we thought
we could achieve that was to make more of
an impact by building 45 homes. I've built
several custom solar homes, and it almost
seems like an oxymoron to build such a big
home that is based on green principles.”

Copperhead Camp is Baker's largest-
scale residential green project. He says the
move toward production-type housing
makes such houses more widely available
and visible. ,

“The biggest obstacle in green build-
ing is changing peoples’ minds about it
and getting them to try something P






